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INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO EUR-08 INR-05 L-01 PM-03 SP-02 

PA-01 PRS-01 SAJ-01 SAM-01 NSC-05 NSCE-00 10-03 
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AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 6841 

LIMDIS 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR UR XC 

SUBJ: THE SOVIETS AND SOUTHEAST ASIA 

REF: MOSCOW 6800 

1. EMBASSY HAS READ WITH GREAT INTEREST EMBASSY MOSCOW'S 
IMPRESSIVE APPRAISAL OF SOVIET ATTITUDES AND ACTIONS WITH 
RESPECT TO CURRENT EVOLUTIONS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. WE FIND 
OURSELVES IN FULL AGREEMENT WITH ITS GENERAL THRUST AND WITH 
ITS CONCLUSIONS. 

2. HOWEVER, WE WISH TO ENTER SMALL CAUTIONARY NOTE 
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CONCERNING ASSUMPTION IN PARAGRAPH 16 THAT THERE IS 
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SIGNIFICANT FILIPINO "ANTIPATHY" TOWARDS CHINA. THE 
PHILIPPINES STANDS IN GREAT AWE OF CHINA AND ESSENTIALLY 
FEARS THE PROSPECT OF FUTURE CHINESE HEGEMONY IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA. NEVERTHELESS. THERE IS A FAR EASIER CULTURAL AND 
INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CHINESE AND FILIPINOS 
THAN BETWEEN CHINESE AND THE OTHER PROTO-MALAY RACES SUCH 
AS MALAYSIANS AND INDONESIANS, WHOSE ANTIPATHY IS 
COMPOUNDED BY THEIR ISLAMIC ACCULTURATION. 

3. IN SHORT, THERE IS NO UNBRIDGEABLE GAP OF ANTIPATHY 
BETWEEN FILIPINOS AND CHINESE. IN FACT, IT WOULD BE OUR 
ASSUMPTION, BASED ON VERY LIMITED EXPOSURE, THAT CHINESE 
WILL RATE WELL ABOVE THE SOVIETS ON ANY PHILIPPINE SUMPATHY 
SCALE. ANY ATTEMPT, THEREFORE, ON THE PART OF THE SOVIETS 
TO PLAY OFF FILIPINOS AGAINST CHINESE WOULD BE LIKELY TO 
BACKFIRE IN THE SOVIETS’ FACES. 

SULLIVAN 
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